General Education Course Description

A.  GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION


	8. Course Title
Service Learning
	9. Subject Area
      History/Social Science          
      English
      Mathematics                          
      Laboratory Science
      Language other than English
      Visual & Performing Arts
  x    Elective

	10. Transcript Title / Abbreviation
SRV LRN
	

	11.  Transcript Course Code / Number

	

	12. School
Dehesa Charter School
	

	13. Grade Level(s) (check those that apply)
[bookmark: Check1][bookmark: Check2][bookmark: Check3][bookmark: Check4]   |X|  9           |X|  10             |X|  11                |X|    12
	

	14. Author Contact 
Name: Rebecca Smith/Emily Parzick
Title/Position: Service Learning Coordinator
Phone:  Celia Ewing/619-571-9927
E-mail: cewing@mydehesa.org
          
	15. Unit Value
  x    5 (half year or semester equivalent)          
      10 (one year equivalent) 
      20 (two year equivalent)                          
      Other: _______________________________

	16. Is this course modeled after a course from another school?          x    Yes             No  
      If so, which school(s)? _Olympic High School, Concord CA (Did not use course description)_____  
     (Please attach course description that you used to create this course)     

	17. Pre-Requisites 
None

	18. Co-Requisites 
None

	19. Brief Course Description
Students will perform a valuable, significant, and necessary service in their community.  Students will complete specific assignments, logs, reflections, and journals for the services they will perform.  Use community service as the vehicle for the attainment of the Student’s academic Goals and objectives. (ESLRs: Responsible Citizens) The service that is provided in their community will then be taken a step further into the classroom.  We will take what the students are learning in their courses and apply it to the service provided in their community.  
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B.  COURSE CONTENT
Please refer to instructions

	1. Course Goals and/or Major Student Outcomes 
Enhance student learning by joining theory with experience and thought with action.  Fill unmet needs in the community through direct service, which is meaningful and necessary.  Enable students to help others, give of themselves, and enter into caring relationships with others.  Assist students to see the relevance of and integrate their academic subjects with real world experiences.  Service learning will engage students in community service linked to school curriculum as a strategy for improving learning, helping students become good citizens, and advancing their personal and social development.  




	2. Course Objectives 
Students will perform a service in their community and apply that service directly to what they are learning in their major subject areas.  Students will prepare a reflection journal of each experience they have in the community showing their perception of their community.  Students will research a major need and/or problem in their community and write a brief (one page minimum) research/persuasive paper/essay on the topic to show knowledge of the problem.  The students then will perform acts of service to help remedy or help contribute to the solution of the current issue or topic they have selected.  Students will read articles on such topics, organizations, problems, remedies, etc. in other parts of the community and/or world.  Students will answer content and curriculum specific questions in relation to the service provided to demonstrate their understanding of the topic. Students will complete a project to show what they have learned and how it applied to their academic learning.   


	3. Course Outline 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Start with self-reflection journal: entry weekly.  Reflect on themselves:  how they view themselves as contributing members of their community and how they can use their skills and abilities to contribute to the community, what they expect to learn or obtain from their participation in the course.  Complete a reflection journal weekly.  Keep a log of community service performed, and reflect on each service performed.
Select a topic, problem, or event of interest: research the problem topic or event and decide what action they can take to help remedy the problem. Write a brief (one page minimum) research/persuasive paper/essay on the topic to show their  knowledge of the problem
Select an organization(s) with which they choose to perform service, and describe whom they will help to remedy the problem, topic or event listed above.  
Complete 20 hours of community service.  Fill out Community Service vendor forms with all appropriate signatures.
Complete a final project (report, scrap book, picture essay, interviews, video report, etc.)
The topics to be covered include, but are not limited to Economics, Government, Math, Science, Biology, US History, English, and World Civilization. Job skills, environment, health issues, community history, community at large, community current events—problems—and issues.  Self Reflection and personal learning.  

	4. Texts & Supplemental Instructional Materials 
The Kid’s Guide to Social Action by Barbara A. Lewis, The Kid’s Guide to Service Projects by Barbara A. Lewis, Service Learning Guide, Reflection Journal, Research Report, Community Service “Vendors,” Content and curriculum based questions,  Community Service Evaluations, Service Agreement, Course Syllabus, and the internet


	5. Key Assignments
1. Reflection journal to be kept weekly about self, reaction to, thoughts and comments about service being performed.
2. Answer content and curriculum specific questions, worksheets to be completed several times throughout course.
3. Write a brief (one page minimum) research/persuasive paper/essay on the topic to show knowledge of the problem about the topic chosen.  Explain what the problem is and how they can help with the solution. 
4. Perform 20 hours of community service through a community service “vendor”.
5.  Complete a project about experience (video, interviews, oral report, scrap book, audio tape, maps, graphs, or other suggested by student and approved by teacher.)


	6. Instructional Methods and/or Strategies 
Online classroom assignments.   
Community service in their county
Quasi-Experimental: hand-on learning, self directed learning
Required Reading
Internet and Electronic media research
Writing assignments (journal and essays)
Completion of required forms and worksheets


	7. Assessment Methods and/or Tools 
 Curriculum questions, research paper, completion of all assignments. Interviews and discussions.  Forms to be completed and signed off by service vendor, student and teacher. Log of community service hours. Research projects, Periodic review of work by Educational Facilitator, On-site observation by Educational Facilitator.













